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INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH METHODS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE: SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

 

Professor Lisa Argyle 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Political science as an academic field is distinguished from other forms of political commentary 

by the emphasis on rigorous and systematic analysis of observable evidence to learn about the 

political process and policy outcomes.  This course is an introduction to the scientific reasoning 

and research methods used in political science.   

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 

Students who successfully complete this course can expect to develop the following skills: 

 

1) Read and critique data-driven arguments about social and political problems. 

2) Refine research questions, theorize causal relationships, and articulate testable 

hypotheses. 

3) Use appropriate research methods to gather data and test hypotheses. 

4) Effectively communicate research results. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Your grade in this course will be based on your performance in the following four areas: 

 

1) In-Class Participation (10%): This is an Active Learning classroom.  While new material 

will often be presented using a lecture, you should come to each class section prepared to 

engage with the material and your fellow classmates.  There will be at least one graded 

participation activity in each week of the class.  There will be no make-up for 

participation activities, but the lowest two grades will be dropped.   

 

2) Five Homework Assignments (8% each, for a total of 40%).  One homework will be 

assigned approximately every other week.  No homework will be due during exam 

weeks.  Each assignment will involve hands-on application of the course material, and 

will require a 2-3 page write-up of the results.  Instructions for each assignment will be 

posted on the course website ~10 days before they are due.   

 

All assignments must be submitted electronically via the course website by 11:59 pm on 

the due date; late assignments will be docked 10% of the points possible for every 24-

hour period they are late.  Unless otherwise directed, assignments should be submitted in 

MS Word or PDF format, and should be double-spaced in 12 pt. Times New Roman font. 

 

3) Two Midterm Exams (15% each, for a total of 30%). The midterms will be administered 

in class and will have three parts: multiple choice, short answer (1-2 sentences) and long 

essay (3-5 paragraphs).   
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4) Final Exam (20%). The final exam will be cumulative, although there will be more 

emphasis on the material covered since the last midterm exam.  Make-up exams will only 

be offered in the case of a documented emergency.  Minor illnesses and scheduling 

conflicts do not count as emergencies. 

 

GRADING 

 

Aside from calculation errors, no discussion of grades is allowed within 24 hours of assignments 

being returned or grades being posted online.  After that point, if you have a concern that your 

assignment or exam has been graded incorrectly, you may submit it for a re-grade along with a 

1/2-page typed explanation of why you believe you deserve additional credit for your answer. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

There are two required textbooks for this course:  

1) Political Science Research Methods, 8
th

 Edition, by Johnson, Reynolds, and Mycoff.  

(ISBN: 9781506307824).   The companion student study website can be found at: 

http://edge.sagepub.com/johnson8e  

2) Naked Statistics – Stripping the Dread from the Data, by Wheelan.   

(ISBN: 088-9290310644) 

 

Additional handouts, examples and clarifying resources will be posted on the course website as 

needed throughout the term.   

 

Reading assigned for each week should be completed prior to the first class session of that week.  

Reading the material before attending class is essential to effective participation in class 

activities and maximum understanding of the course material. 

 

STUDY HABITS 

 

An average college class requires three hours of work outside of class for every credit-hour 

earned.  Since this is a four-credit class, you should expect to spend 12 hours per week outside of 

class.  In my experience, the most important difference between those who will succeed in this 

class and those who will not is their level of effort, not ability. 

 

Multi-tasking is not an effective study habit.  Whether you are sitting in class or studying on your 

own, you are most likely to understand and retain the material if you turn off your wi-fi and put 

away your phone.  

 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING: I am here to help you through this course; please do not hesitate 

to email or stop by if you have any questions or concerns throughout the term. 

 

  

http://edge.sagepub.com/johnson8e
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

I. The Science of Political Science 

 

JR&M: Chapter 1 

 

Wheelan: Chapter 1 

 

II. Empirical Research, Theory, and Causality 

 

JR&M: Chapter 2  

 

*Homework 1 Due 

 

III. Developing a Research Question, Literature Reviews 

 

JR&M: Chapter 3 

 

IV. Formulating Hypotheses 

 

JR&M: Chapter 4 

 

Wheelan: Chapter 4 

 

*Homework 2 Due 

 

V: Measurement  

 

JR&M: Chapter 5 

 

Wheelan: Chapters 2 and 3 

 

VI: Research Designs 

 

JR&M: Chapter 6 

 

Wheelan: Chapter 13 

 

* Midterm Exam 1 

 

VII: Sampling and Probability 

 

JR&M: Chapter 7 

 

Wheelan: Chapters 5, 5 ½, and 6 
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VIII: Observational Research 

 

JR&M: Chapters 8 & 9 

 

* Homework 3 Due 

 

IX: Survey Research and Interviewing 

 

JR&M: Chapter 10 

 

Wheelan Chapter 10 

 

X: Descriptive Statistics 

 

JR&M: Chapter 11 

 

Wheelan: Chapter 8 

 

* Homework 4 Due 

 

XI: Statistical Inference 

 

JR&M: Chapter 12 

 

Wheelan: Chapter 9 

 

XII:  Bivariate Relationships 

 

JR&M: Chapter 13 

 

* Midterm Exam 2 

 

XIII: Multivariate Relationships 

 

JR&M: Chapter 14 

 

Naked: Chapters 11, 12 

 

XIV: Review 

 

Wheelan: Conclusion 

 

*Homework 5 Due 

 

*Final Exam* 


